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The project is co-funded by 
    the Agence française de développement


CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
CARE AND CONTINGENCY SUPPORT FUND FOR LGBTQIA+ ACTIVISTS, REPRESENTATIVES OF CSOS AND CSOS 
Countries of eligibility: Ukraine

ERIM – Equal Rights and Independent Media is announcing a call for applications for LGBTQIA+ activists, members of CSOs and CSOs based in Ukraine seeking psychosocial support (LOT 1) or contingency support (LOT 2).

BACKGROUND

ERIM is an international NGO based in Lyon, France. We work to strengthen and empower civil society and independent media, to promote human rights and to increase critical thinking. You can find more information about ERIM’s mission and vision here.

The FIER·ES programme (Fostering the Inclusion, Equality and Resilience of LGBTQIA+ people) aims to support LGBTQIA+ CSOs and initiatives so that they are better able to carry out their mandate and mission and promote respect, inclusion, dignity and equality for LGBTQIA+ people in the Eastern Partnership countries and the Western Balkans. The program is co-funded by Agence française de développement, coordinated by ERIM and led with its partners the LGBTI Equal Rights Association for Western Balkans and Turkey (ERA) and Genderdoc – M (Moldova).

GRANTS AND DIRECT SUPPORT AVAILABLE

The present call makes available two types of support: 

LOT (1) – Psychosocial support for LGBTQIA+ activists and members of CSOs

Description of LOT (1)
Lot 1 makes available medium and long-term psychosocial support for LGBTQIA+ activists and members of CSOs who face mental health and wellbeing challenges (fatigue, stress, burnout, etc) related to their engagement. 

The support can take the form of individual or group sessions with a mental health professional and/or relaxation activities.  

The support awarded to the beneficiary can consist of up to approximately 15 sessions, depending on the price per session and the request.

The maximum amount per beneficiary is 500 EUR. The support can be awarded directly (in this case ERIM will directly contract and pay the professional selected with the beneficiary) or via a grant awarded to the beneficiary.

Support can last for up to 10 months.

ERIM reserves the right to decline activities that are insufficiently justified or excessively unconventional. 

Who can apply to LOT (1)

LGBTQIA+ activists and CSO members, meaning people directly involved in defending LGBTQIA+ rights including activists, journalists, artists, lawyers, scientists, staff of CSOs, active citizens working on the promotion and protection of LGBTQIA+ rights. 
A proven track of active engagement will be assessed. 

We particularly welcome applications from LGBTQIA+ activists and CSO members from groups who face additional barriers in accessing their rights including women, trans and intersex persons, elderly individuals, people from rural or remote areas, people in migration, ethnic minorities, persons with disabilities, and those with limited economic means. 

Individuals with current or past extensive affiliation with political parties will not be considered.

LOT 2 - Small grants to address contingency needs for LGBTQIA+ activists, members of CSOs and CSOs

Description of LOT (2)
This lot aims to support LGBTQIA+ activists and members of CSOs (individuals) or CSOs (organisations) who find themselves in an emergency situation as result of their activities/activism. 

Grants may cover expenses including, but not limited to the following (subject to appropriate justification):
· Legal support (e.g. consultations with a lawyer, court referrals, etc.);
· Physical or digital security-related costs e.g. security equipment, software, expert advice, etc.);
· Medical support; 
· Forced relocation within or outside the country for safety reasons (e.g. travel expenses, moving costs, temporary accommodation in the host country, etc.)

The maximum amount per beneficiary is 2 300 EUR. 

Support can last for up to 12 months. 

Please note that the minimum time between submitting an application and receiving support is approximately three weeks. 

Who can apply to LOT (2)

(Individuals) LGBTQIA+ activists and CSO members, meaning people directly involved in defending LGBTQIA+ rights including activists, journalists, artists, lawyers, scientists, staff of CSOs, active citizens working on the promotion and protection of LGBTQIA+ rights. 
A proven track of active engagement will be assessed. 

We particularly welcome applications from LGBTQIA+ activists and CSO members from groups who face additional barriers in accessing their rights including women, trans and intersex persons, elderly individuals, people from rural or remote areas, people in migration, ethnic minorities, persons with disabilities, and those with limited economic means. 

(Organisations) Civil society organisations who defend and promote the rights of LGBTQIA+ people.

Applications from political or religious organisations will not be considered. Individuals with current or past extensive affiliation with political parties will also not be considered.

HOW TO APPLY

Applicants should submit the relevant application form in English or Ukrainian to the address supportforcare2026@proton.me with the name of the grant in the title of the email.

If you do not complete the application form in English, please add a quick online translation in English and send it to us with the form (Google translate is accepted). 

Applications will be assessed on a rolling basis. 

Please note that the requested support – whether under LOT 1 or LOT 2 – is subject to adjustments / changes after selection in response to extraordinary circumstances or rapid-changing contexts. 

If you have additional questions or clarifications, you can contact supportforcare2026@proton.me 

The project team is committed to ensuring the security and confidentiality of all information provided.
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